
 

-1- 

 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS  

HAMPDEN SUPERIOR COURT 
 
 
BONITA JOYNER, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NETWORK, 
INC.,   
 

Defendant. 
 

 
 
Case No. 2079CV00629 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES, EXPENSES, AND 
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE SERVICE AWARD 

Plaintiff Bonita Joyner, by counsel, in conjunction with final approval of the Stipulation 

and Agreement of Settlement (the “Settlement”), which is scheduled for hearing on December 

14, 2021, respectfully moves the Court to approve and award the following payments from the 

$1,200,000 Settlement Fund created by the Settlement: 

1. Attorneys’ fees to Class Counsel in the amount of $400,000; 

2. Reimbursement of litigation expenses to Class Counsel in the amount of $11,312.93; 
and 
 

3. A service award to the Class Representative in the amount of $5,000. 

This motion is accompanied by a memorandum and joint declaration in support, along with a 

proposed order. 

 WHEREFORE, as part of final approval of the Settlement, Plaintiff respectfully moves 

the Court to approve and award the requested fees, expenses, and service award. 
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Dated: November 15, 2021  Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ Michael S. Appel     
Michael S. Appel, BBO #543898 
SUGARMAN, ROGERS, BARSHAK  
& COHEN, P.C. 
101 Merrimac Street, 9th Floor 
Boston, MA 02114 
Telephone: (617) 227-3030 
appel@sugarmanrogers.com 
 
Lynn A. Toops, pro hac vice 
COHEN & MALAD, LLP 
One Indiana Square, Suite 1400 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Telephone: (317) 636-6481 
ltoops@cohenandmalad.com   
 
J. Gerard Stranch, IV, pro hac vice 
Peter J. Jannace, pro hac vice 
BRANSTETTER, STRANCH  
& JENNINGS, PLLC 
223 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, Suite 200 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Tel: (615) 254-8801 
gerards@bsjfirm.com  
peterj@bsjfirm.com  
 
Samuel J. Strauss, pro hac vice 
TURKE & STRAUSS LLP 
613 Williamson Street Suite 201 
Madison, WI 53703 
Telephone: (608) 237-1775 
Facsimile: (608) 509-4423 
Sam@tukerstrauss.com  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Michael S. Appel, hereby certify that I have on the above date served the foregoing by 
email and first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the following counsel of record: 

 

James Monagle, Esquire 
Mullen Coughlin, LLC 
178 East Hanover Avenue, #103-373 
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927-2013 
 
Lynda R. Jensen, Esquire 
Mullen Coughlin, LLC 
430 Franklin Village Drive, No. 184 
Franklin, MA 02038 
 

/s/ Michael S. Appel     
Michael S. Appel, BBO #543898 
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